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Tadeusz Doktór, 1950–2007 
An Obituary 

Tadeusz Doktór’s intellectual biography was unusual. It combined his personal 
interests in non-mainstream trends of religiosity with academic activity. It was 
particularly unusual in Polish circumstances where – especially during the 
communist period – there was little interest in alternative spiritualities, and such 
interest as there was, was rarely subject to academic analysis. In fact, Tadeusz 
Doktór was the early mover studies on alternative spiritualities in Poland. 

First, he studied philosophy and psychology at the Catholic University of Lublin, 
being already interested in yoga. In his MA thesis defended in 1975, he undertook 
the subject in the context of psychology of personality and theories of personal 
development. Before he decided to continue his academic career, he had experience 
of psychotherapy and psychodiagnostics in psychiatric clinics. After that, in the 
beginning of the 1980s, he undertook systematic research on new religious 
phenomena. Throughout that, he was employed as a researcher by the Polish 
Psychotronic Society, one of the first Polish organizations established to conduct and 
to propagate studies on various non-conventional forms of spirituality and so-called 
esoteric knowledge. He studied astrology, practised yoga and t’ai chi, acting also as a 
t’ai chi instructor.  

In 1984, in cooperation with Krzysztof Koseła of the Institute of Sociology of 
Warsaw University, he began to publish a multi-volume anthology titled Movements 
on the Border of Religion and Science as the Socio-Psychological Phenomenon 
giving floor to these few researchers of those days who studied non-mainstream 
forms of spirituality in Poland. Furthermore, in the 1980s, Tadeusz published his first 
sole authored book. It was about the history and practice of astrology [Encounters 
with Astrology, 1987]. But he was also interested in the new religious groups that 
were slowly appearing in Poland in these times and published many articles related 
to the issue, e.g. on the correlation between the father’s participation in bringing up a 
child and involvement in new religious movements or on changes in personality 
patterns under the influence of oriental techniques. He was particularly interested in 
the religiosity of youth, and in 1989-1991 he was employed as a researcher by the 
Institute for Studies on Problems of Youth. 

In the meantime, Tadeusz defended his PhD thesis titled Psychosocial Conditions of 
Participation in Cult Movements at Warsaw University, Institute of Psychology 
(1988). In the beginning of the 1990s, he was employed by the Institute of Applied 
Social Sciences at Warsaw University. Through the rest of his life he was connected 
with the Institute, receiving his habilitation in 2003 for a book titled Religious 
Innovations: Movements, Participants, Social Reactions (2002). During his 
university activity he shifted from a psychological orientation towards a more 
sociological outlook, and more particularly, towards the quantitative analysis of 
religion and a comparative perspective. He was engaged in numerous research 
projects, most recently using empirical data to test various sociological theories of 
religion. 
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Tadeusz was very active on the international field. He was an authority in all matters 
concerning new religious movements, not only in Poland, but also in Central and 
Eastern Europe and the rest of the world. He participated in many international 
conferences being always eager to participate in both intellectual debates and all 
kinds of non-official forms of academic community integration. He was called a 
“double doc” by foreign scholars for his curious surname: doctor Doktór. And he had 
a great ability just to laugh at such jokes. Tadeusz was a long-term member of the 
International Society for Sociology of Religion (ISSR/SISR), the Society for 
Scientific Studies of Religion (SSSR), the European Association for the Study of 
Religions (EASR; in 2000-2001 member of the board), and one of the founders of 
the International Study of Religion in Eastern and Central Europe Association 
(ISORECEA), where he was elected as a vice-President in December 2006. 

Tadeusz Doktór died unexpectedly on 19 June 2007. He was just at the beginning of 
his fully professorial activity: he had started to manage large research projects and 
thought about forming a network for his personal PhD alumni. But we will not only 
remember his great academic work. We will also miss him as a modest and friendly 
person, as a professor always curious for interests of other scholars and always 
enthusiastic in conversation - especially with young researchers. He inspired us, was 
concerned to bolster our self-esteem and never built any distance between his own 
recognized academic position and the position of those at the beginning of their 
academic career. At the same time, he knew how to keep a balance between 
intellectual work on the one hand and other areas of life on the other. Sometimes 
colleague spoke with him on family life and personal perturbations, some other times 
he shared his deep knowledge of botany or told us about his bee hives and honey 
production. He was able to joke and laugh with people – especially about personal 
characters and dispositions. He would often enrich converations with astrological 
interpretations based on his extensive knowledge of the subject. We loved it. 
Tadeusz will be missed. 

© Dorota Hall 
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